
Achievements and Awards Guidelines 

 

1. WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY: No Tiger Requirements or Electives count in 

the Wolf year. Only Wolf Achievements and Electives count during the Wolf 

year. The Wolf year starts at the May pack meeting when the boys earned their 

Tiger patches. The Wolf year ends at the next May meeting when they earn their 

Wolf patches. Does this sound right? Yes 

2. SETTING: Certain Wolf Achievements and Electives say that they are to be 

completed by performing certain tasks with the den, pack, or family. However, 

are all of the extra awards (everything but the Achievements and Electives) able 

to be earned through activities not run during a Scouting-run event? For example, 

can a Swimming Belt Loop be earned while taking swim classes at a swimming 

school, or does it have to be earned uniquely during a Scouting-run event? 

Yes, you can earn all extra awards at a non-scouting event. 

3. TWO-FOR-ONE: Sometimes achievements clearly overlap by design, which 

allow a Scout to “knock off” two advancement steps in one task. That is, they can 

kill two birds with one stone. For example, Wolf Elective 20e states, “Earn the 

Cub Scouting shooting sports Archery belt loop.” By earning the Archery Belt 

Loop, the Scout earns not only the belt loop but also an elective. However, is it 

good practice to kill two birds with one stone when not already directly stated by 

the BSA? For example, if we do a Trail Trekker, is each Wolf Cub eligible for the 

particular patch for that Trail Trekker trail as well as earn the Hiking Belt Loop 

and even possibly Wolf Elective 18b all at the same time? Or do you have to run 

one separate event for each item earned? Yes, two-for-one’s are fine and 

encouraged to make things simpler. 
4. REPEATING AN AWARD: Some Achievements can be earned more than once 

during the five years from Tiger Cub to Webelos II. Which of these can be earned 

more than once? For those that can be earned more than once, how do we 

recognize each additional earning of the particular award? A list is below:  

Award: Recognition for 1
st
 time: Recognition for 2

nd
 

time or more: 

National Summertime 

Pack Award  

Pin Get different rings 

to signify year 

earned: tiger, wolf, 

etc. 

Bobcat Rank Patch & pocket card N/A 

Tiger Rank Patch & pocket card N/A 

Wolf Rank Patch & pocket card N/A 

Bear Rank Patch & pocket card N/A 

Webelos I/II: Arrow of 

Light 

Patch & pocket card N/A 

Cub Scout World 

Conservation Award 

Patch & pocket card N/A (can earn 

again as Boy Scout) 

Cub Scouting’s Leave No 

Trace Awareness Award 

Patch Paw Prints for 

each year earned 

Cub Scout Outdoor Patch Wolf Pin every year 

http://boyscouttrail.com/cub-scouts/acadsports/archery.asp


Activity Award thereafter 

Emergency Preparedness 

Award 

Pin N/A 

Fun for the Family 

Award, Part 1 

Patch Pin every time 

thereafter 

Fun for the Family 

Award, Part 2 

Patch Pin every time 

thereafter 

Fun for the Family 

Award, Part 3 

Patch Pin every time 

thereafter 

Fun for the Family 

Award, Part 4 

Patch Pin every time 

thereafter 

Fun for the Family 

Award, Part 5 

Patch Pin every time 

thereafter 

Fun for the Family 

Award, Parts 1-5 

completed 

Certificate N/A 

Academics or Sports Belt 

Loop 

Belt Loop Can be re-earned, 

but no award is 

given. 

Academics or Sports Pin Pin Can be re-earned, 

but no award is 

given. 

Year of Celebration Base 

Emblem and Ribbons 

Emblem and Ribbons N/A 

Scouting for Food Patch for that year Patch for each 

successive year 

Recruiter Patch Once as a Cub Scout Once as a Boy Scout 

Religious Awards Religious Medal and BSA 

Religious Square Knot 
Can get device 

(pin) to signify 

what you earned. 

(tiger, cub scout, 

webelos) 

 

5. PREREQUISITES: Certain Belt Loops must be earned in order to earn certain 

Webelos Activity Badges. Is it necessary if those Belt Loops are earned during the 

two Webelos years, or can they be earned in previous years? They can be earned 

in previous years, though a review of the belt loops is encouraged before 

starting the activity badge for skill development and intellectual recall.         
A list is below: 

Earn this 

Academics Belt Loop 

Get credit toward this 

Webelos Activity Badge 

Art Artist 

Astronomy Scientist 

Chess Scholar 

Citizenship (required for Citizen  

http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/art.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Artist
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/astronomy.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/technology.asp#Scientist
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/chess.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Scholar
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/citizenship.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/community.asp#Citizen


Activity badge) 

Communicating Communicator 

Computers Communicator 

Geography Traveler 

Geology Geologist 

Heritages Family Member 

Language and Culture Scholar 

Map and Compass Traveler 

Mathematics Scholar or Engineer 

Music Showman 

Science (required for Activity 

badge) 
Scientist  

Weather Scientist 

Wildlife Conservation Naturalist 

 

6. RETROACTIVE PREREQUISITES: Some awards require earning another 

Achievement, Elective, Belt Loop, or other award as a prerequisite toward earning 

the given award. For example, in order to earn the Hiking Pin, a Scout could 

choose options #2 (earning Cub Scouting's Leave No Trace Awareness Award) 

and #3 (earning the Cub Scout Outdoor Activity Award) as prerequisites toward 

earning the Hiking Pin. Can he count the Leave No Trace and Outdoor Activity 

Award from the previous Scouting year in order to count these prerequisites? Or 

does he have to re-earn them in his current Scouting year in order for them to 

count? The complication in this situation is that some special awards (that is, 

those that would be used as pre-requisites) can be re-earned annually, and some 

can be earned only once as a Cub Scout. For example, the Outdoor Activity 

Award can be re-earned every year, but the Emergency Preparedness Award can 

only be earned once as a Cub Scout. I don't know if a non-renewable award is 

given as a prerequisite for any awards, but maybe there is? Yes, a Scout can 

count an award from the previous year for the next year as a prerequisite 

requirement. He does not need to re-earn them, though again we recommend 

briefly going over the subject matter if it has been awhile. I am not aware of 

a case where a non-renewable award is given as a prerequisite for another 

award. We are not trying to make Scouts have to re-earn the same things 

over, but continue to enhance their knowledge of the world around them. 

 

http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/communicating.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/community.asp#Communicator
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/computers.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/community.asp#Communicator
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/geography.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Traveller
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/geology.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/outdoor.asp#Geologist
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/heritages.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/community.asp#Family
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/language-culture.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Scholar
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/map-compass.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Traveller
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/mathematics.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Scholar
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/technology.asp#Engineer
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/music.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/mentalskills.asp#Showman
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/science.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/technology.asp#Scientist
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/weather.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/technology.asp#Scientist
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/academics/wildlife.asp
http://www.usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/outdoor.asp#Naturalist

