FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How old (or young) can a boy be to join Cub Scouting?

Cub Scouting is for boys in the first through fifth grades, or 7 to 10 years of age. Boys who are older than 10, or who have completed the fifth grade, can no longer join Cub Scouting, but they may be eligible to join the Boy Scouting or Venturing program.

How can I become an adult volunteer in Cub Scouting?

Express your interest to the pack leaders—the Cubmaster, chartered organization representative, or members of the unit committee. While there's no guarantee that a specific role or position will be available—and there may be a selection process among several candidates even if the position is currently vacant—there is usually some way in which you can contribute, and most units are glad for any offer of help.

Are Cub Scouts the same as Boy Scouts?

Cub Scouting is a program of the Boy Scouts of America—so in that sense, Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts are both members of the same organization. However, they are entirely different programs: Cub Scouting is a family-oriented program designed specifically to address the needs of younger boys.

How often do Cub Scouts meet?

The majority of our Cub Scouts meet in their dens once a month, and a pack meeting is held for all Cub Scouts and their families once a month. Beyond that, it depends on the den and pack: a den may hold a special activity, such as a service project or visit to a local museum in addition to their monthly meeting.
May parents attend den meetings?

Cub Scout den meetings are intended to be an activity for the individual boys. They are not a family activity, and the presence of parents can be a distraction. However, parental involvement is not forbidden and all meetings should be open to your participation. During the beginning of the year we ask for parent helpers at each of the den meetings.  This is a great way to help out and get involved!  It makes your kids proud to see and have you there!
If a boy joins a Bear den, may he go back and earn the Tiger Cub and Wolf badges?

No. In the Cub Scout program, all boys in a den work toward the same badge. If a boy joins Cub Scouting as a 9-year-old, he must earn the Bobcat badge (all boys in Cub Scouting earn this badge), and then he will begin working on the Bear badge with his fellow Cub Scouts. He is not required to have earned the Tiger Cub or Wolf badges. Since those badges are for younger boys (7- and 8-year-olds), the requirements for those badges are below a 9-year-old's current level of ability, so "going back" to pick up those badges is not permitted.

If a boy completes the Wolf badge early, may he begin working on the Bear badge?

No. In the Cub Scout program, all boys in a den work toward a badge that is geared to their level of development. If the Wolf badge is completed before the end of the program year, a boy may work on electives to earn Arrow Points, but he may not begin working on the requirements for the Bear badge. His work on the Bear badge will begin the next program year, when he graduates into a Bear den.

When a Cub Scout earns the Arrow of Light, may he immediately join a Boy Scout troop?

Boy Scouting is available to boys who have earned the Arrow of Light and are at least ten years old—so a Webelos Scout who has earned the Arrow of Light is eligible to join a troop immediately (provided he is at least ten years old).

However, many packs coordinate with a local Boy Scout troop to facilitate the transition from Cub Scouting to Boy Scouting. In these instances, it is better for the boy, his family, and both units if all Webelos Scouts make the transition together, in a coordinated fashion, rather than having each boy leave the pack as soon as he is eligible.

What about inclement weather spring break and other holidays? Do you still have 
Cub Scout meetings? 
Here is the Rule of Thumb: If the school is closed for the day due to holiday or weather, we don't meet. If school closes early for weather, we don't meet. There are one or two other days -- that we have learned from experience -- that it doesn't pay to hold a meeting, such as the day before Thanksgiving (everyone's out of town). You will be notified of those days as we get to them, or simply look on our scouting calendar here on our website.

Where do you get the Cub Scout leaders? 
The leadership of this Cub Scout Pack is made up of volunteer parents (like YOU!) who want to be involved in their son's growth and formative years. We are not paid to do this. We think enough of our boys and their friends that we want to provide the best possible opportunity for them to become upstanding citizens of their community. Each Den should have two leaders as well as a rotation of parent assistants. Without den leadership, we cannot form new dens.

Will the boys have a snack at each den meeting? 
Sure! They will look forward to it during the meeting. The way we usually do it is that a list is made of all the boys, and we just take turns bringing in a snack for the group. One boys takes a turn each week and over the course of the school year, maybe each boy will have two turns at providing snack. Nothing fancy...a juice box, water, maybe cookies or bag of chips or pretzels shared. Find a sale and stock up. Keep it cheap!

Is my son required to be at all the den and pack meetings? 
Of Course! When you join a group, your fellow scouts begin to count on you being there. If you miss meetings, you miss out on opportunities to advance along with the others. Unless you are ill, we would hope for you to be at all your scout meetings. While at those meetings, proper behavior is expected and following normal school rules of conduct are expected. Boys are expected to pay attention to your den leaders while they are instructing you since all it takes is one disruptive scout to ruin the evening for the other boys.
What is the difference between a pack meeting and a den meeting?

Den meeting are for smaller groups of boys working on the same rank and in the same grade.  They are not family activities.   Pack meetings are for our entire group of boys ( All ranks and grade levels) They are family events and boys are expected to attend with their Akela. (Parent Helper)

My son did not complete all the requirements for his Tiger badge.  What happens now?  Does he remain a Tiger?

With your Den Leaders permission your son may complete the requirements over the summer and be issued his badge on a personal level upon completion.  If your son chooses not to complete the requirements he will still advance with his classmates to the next rank, He just will not have that rank badge for his uniform.

I am going to be late picking up my child from the meeting – What should I do?
It is always a good idea to know another parents cell phone number or your den leaders number in case of an unpredictable emergency.  In general -  if you know your schedule is very tight on a day, please make arrangements with another parent in the den to pick your child up.  All of our den leaders are volunteers and have other children and responsibilities also.  They often have another place to be immediately following the meeting.  Please make every effort to pick up your children on time.  
What is Scout Track and why are we using that vs. filling out the information in our books?

Because of the larger size of some of our dens – too much time was being spent looking as to who had met requirements vs. the quality and contents of the meeting. ScoutTrack.com is Internet-based - Unlike spreadsheets or other standalone PC programs, ScoutTrack.com is an Internet-based service so users can login from anywhere around the world — including the comfort of your home or the convenience of your office! Everyone in the Pack shares the same system so everyone is kept up to date with the same information at the same time.

ScoutTrack.com also makes it incredibly easy to keep families in our Pack informed of the activities and events with the shared calendar and automatic e-mail reminder capabilities.

What do I do if I can’t remember my Scout Track log in?

Contact your Den Leader or Cubmaster and they will reissue the log in for you.

What do I do if I don’t understand how to use Scout Track or I have a question in general?

Don’t wait!! Till it’s too late!! Call or Email your Den Leader or Cubmaster.  We are here to help.

